HIS   VERSATILITY                 5
che Odeon to the assembled actors and actresses, i   before   a   most   critical  audience   had  gone ough the terrible strain of trying to improvise j  fifth  act, which was  not yet written.     He 1  Gozlan  went  straight from  the  hot  atmo-lere  of  the   theatre  to  refresh  themselves   in 5 cool air of the Luxembourg Gardens.    Here ; should expect one  of two things to happen, ther Balzac would  be  depressed  with  the  ill-ccess  of his  fifth  act,  at which,  according  to Dzlan, he had acquitted himself  so  badly that adame Dorval, the principal actress, refused to ie a r&le in the play; or, on the other hand, i   sanguine  temperament  would  cause  him   to erlook the drawbacks, and to think only of the thusiasm with which the first four acts had been ceived.    Neither of these two things took place, ilzac "n'y pensait deja plus."    He talked with e greatest   eagerness of the embellishments he Ld proposed to  M.  Decazes for his palace, and pecially of a grand spiral staircase, which was to ad from the centre of the Luxembourg Gardens • the Catacombs, so that these might be shown > visitors, and become a source of profit to Paris, ut of his play he said nothing. The reader of " Lettres a TEtrangere," which are ritten to  the  woman with whom   Balzac   was assionately   in   love,   and   whom   he   afterwards larried, may, perhaps, at first sight congratulate imself on  at last understanding  in some degree tie great author's character and mode of life.     If for future home—Work neglected—Dispute with. Emile de Girardin—Balzac's un-happiness and suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
